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It is often said that viewing the world from a macro perspective causes one to miss important details,
while focusing too narrowly on the micro makes it difficult to grasp the whole. Both perspectives are
essential. Yet rare is the discerning individual who can see both the entire forest and the bark on the
trees. Pathologists, by the nature of their profession, are required to do exactly this. By examining
cancer cells in detail—down to their DNA composition—while simultaneously considering their broader
implications, a pathologist can envision a distant image of human society. One who achieves this balance
is a true cancer philosopher.

A true philosopher embodies knowledge, truth, and the meaning of life by holding both macro and micro
perspectives at once. Through careful attention to the smallest details and an understanding of the larger
whole, such a person perceives reality in its fullest form. This, to me, is what defines a true

philosopher—-much like my father.
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