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“Life encounter”
— "Who to meet”“rather than ‘What to learn” —

This time, | was asked ko write an artic e for the 11th issue of
"Spring Water from the Heart". The booklet "OKl-chan's Jour-
ney to Memorable Words" (Eng-Jp bilingual ver.,) published on
October 24, 2021 seems to have been very well-received.
"Around the time of the Paris Peace Conference in 1919, the
'Spanish flu' was also rampant in France, with a pandemic of
600 million infected and 40-50 million presumed dead, " |
heard earlier. At that time, Inazo Nitobe (1862-1933) was in
Paris and later became the Deputy Secretary-General of the
League of Nations. Inazo Nitobe is touted as "a flexible person-
ality with common sense." Now that "the way of life in the
COVID-19 pandemic era" is being questioed, what would
Inazo Nitobe say? "What to learn" is important, but more im-
portant than that is "who to meet". "Representativ. Men of
Japan" (Kanzo Uchimura; 1861-1930) and " Bushido: The Soul
of Japan " (Inazo Nitobe) writte in English have become my
favorite books since | was young, which led to Shigeru Nanbara
(1889-1974) and Tadao Yanaihara (1893-1961). It is the
"continuity of discontinuity" of the "life encounter". Isn't this

exactly what "Spring Water from the heart" is?
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